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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BUENOS 01124 111132Z 
ACTION OES-06 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ARA-06 EUR- 12 EA-07 ISO-OO 10-13 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 
FEA-01 COME-OO INT-05 NSF-01 DOTE-OO CG-00 CEQ-01 
ACDA-07 TRSE-00 L-03 DLOS-06 EB-08 EPA-01 SAL-01 /104W 

111137Z 006693/10 

R 101820Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9040 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
USUN NEW YORK 695 

CONFIDENTIAL BUENOS AIRES 1 124 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: XV, TGEN, AR, UK 

SUBJECT: ANTARCTIC TREATY 

REF: STATE 14573 

1 . PARAGRAPH 3C OF REFTEL IMPLIES THAT HEAP THINKS MARAMBIO 
AIRSTRIP HAS ALREADY BEEN IMPORVED. 

2. EMBASSY WISHES TO POINT OUT THAT THIS NOT RPT NOT THE CASE. 
AIRSTRIP NOW IN USE IS SAME ONE WHICH HAS BEEN USED FOR PAST 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BUENOS 01 124 111132Z 

FEW YEARS. IT IS BARELY ADEQUATE FOR USE BY C-130'S. 

3. NEW, MUCH LONGER STRIP IS PLANNED, AND WILL BE COVERED WITH 
ALUMINUM MATTING. GRADING WORK HAS YET TO START. CONSTRUCTION 
PROBLEMS ARE NOT SIMPLE; NEITHER WILL BE CONTINUING UPKEEP 
AFTER COMPLETION. BEGINNING OF ACTUAL USE OF NEW RUNWAY, IN 
ANY CASE, APPEARS TO BE SOME YEARS OFF. 
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4. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE ARGENTINA, ESPECIALLY AIR FORCE, 

IS INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATION IN MORE GENERAL ANTARCTIC 
AIR TRANSPORT SYSTEM, AND AGREE THIS IS BECAUSE OF ITS 
MARAMBIO STATION. TO SMALL DEGREE, IT DOES FULFILL THIS 
ROLE NOW, DELIVERING MAIL AND OCCASIONAL PASSNGER TO 
AND COLLECTING FROM U.S. PALMER STATION AND OTHER STATIONS IN 
PENINSULA AREA VIA TWIN OTTER AIRCRAFT BASED AT MARAMBIO. 
THE WHEELED C-130'S CONNECT MARAMBIO WITH RIO GALLEGOS AND 
BUENOS AIRES, THE LATTER FLIGHTS BEING MADE YEAR-ROUND ON 
AT LEAST A MONTHLY BASIS. 

HILL 
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